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The primary goals of this class are for students to improve their ability to read English and to conduct discussions in
English.
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Academic Spoken English |
Academic Spoken English 1
Academic Written English |
Academic Written English 11
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Each week, | will assign pages from the textbook for students to read before the next class. During class, students will
discuss the assigned reading in groups. Each discussion group is called a reading circle. In order to prepare for the
discussion, each member of your reading circle will be given a different job (e.g., to summarize the assigned reading,
to select important vocabulary for the assigned reading, and to think of connections between the assigned reading and
everyday life). The discussions will be conducted in English. The purpose of the reading circle discussions is for
students to learn how to discuss something that they have read.
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1. Assigned pages to read from the textbook. (See above.)

2. Preparation for reading circle discussions. (See above.)

3. Written reactions: Three times during the semester, | will ask students to write a reaction to one of the chapters that
they have read. This will consist of a summary of the chapter plus the student's own opinion about it. Each student will
read his or her reaction to the other students in his or her reading circle.
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Grades will be based on the following:

Discussion: 40% (If, for example, you are very quiet or only speak Japanese during the discussions, you will receive a
low grade. If, on the other hand, you actively participate and try to use English with the other students, you will receive
a high grade.)

Homework: 30%

Written reactions: 30% (10% each)

In order to pass the class, you will need to do the reading assignments, prepare for discussions, participate in
discussions, and do the writing assignments.
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Tuesday, 3rd period, or by appointment
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In this class, | will use English and I expect the students to try to use English. It is okay if your English is weak, but
you must be willing to try to use it.
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The number of students who can take this class is limited. | will give priority to students who meet me in advance and
reserve a space.




