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The main purpose of this class if for students to gain knowledge about how people acquire a second or foreign
language within a social context. A second purpose is for students to gain the opportunity to use academic English in a
university classroom.
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All first-year and second-year required classes.
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There is no textbook. However, students who are interested in reading more about second language acquisition may
borrow books on the subject from me.
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This class will be organized as a seminar, rather than as a lecture. There is a great deal of theory related to second
language acquisition. However, this class will focus on data, with theory only being introduced when it is necessary.

The primary data that we will use in the class will be recordings of Nori (pseudonym), a middle-aged Japanese man
living in Honolulu. Students will be asked to transcribe part of these recordings. Based on what we are able to find in
the data, we will attempt to build a model of the process of Nori's acquisition of English. Finally, students will use
these transcriptions for a research project, in which they investigate some feature of Nori's developing English ability.
The research project will include writing a report and giving a brief presentation.
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Participation: 40%
Transcription of data: 30%
Research project: 30%
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Tuesdays, 10:40 to 12:10, or by appointment
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This class will be conducted in English. Students who are interested in studying at a university in an English-speaking
country will be able to gain experience in using English in a university classroom.
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