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This course is designed to help students further develop critical thinking skills as well as the four English skills with
emphasis on discussion and writing.
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1. Textbook: Taking Sides — Critical Thinking for Speech, Discussionand Debate (O O O OO OO0OO0O — OO
O00D0O0O0000COO00).Kinseidod O OO O \1,550

Each unit consists of Conversation, For and Against, Data Analysis (data — arguments), Making Speeches, and Useful
Expressions/Glossary.

2. Authentic materials prepared by the teacher (e.g. newspaper articles, magazine articles, TV commercials, TV news,
movies, and pop songs)
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1. Topics: Smoking, separate surnames for spouses, juvenile laws, commercial whaling, atomic bombings, nuclear
power plants, etc.

2. Learn critical reading skills by analyzing data and arguments, evaluating materials, and using graphic organizers.

3. Learn skills for brainstorming ideas.

4. Learn skills for effectively supporting and refuting opinions.

5. Learn skills for forming critical responses.

6. Learn roles (facilitators, note-takers, time-keepers, presenters, promoters, and devil's advocates) in discussion.

7. In groups, discuss the pros and cons of a variety of issues.

8. Learn skills for writing argumentative essays.

9. Build peer response skills through peer review sessions.
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1. Homework assignments will help you actively participate in classroom activities.

2. (Optional) If you want bonus points for a better grade, write reaction journals, which include questions, comments,
vocabulary lists, etc.

oo0DooooooOoOoo@oooooooo)a

Assessment:

1. Attendance

2. Participation in class and group discussion

3. Homework assignments (including two argumentative essays)
4. Quizzes and an end-of-term examination

5. Self-assessment

6. Reaction journals for bonus points
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Make an appointment by e-mail.
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Think critically!
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