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Academic Reading, Writing and Presentation

This course aims to provide students with the opportunities to study both academic reading and academic presentation
skills through small-group and class discussions, seminars and presentations. The themes of the course are designed by
both the professor and students, including current topics of the society, education, news, sports, heath and politics.

The writing component of the course starts with introduction of basic concepts of academic writing at paragraph level
and proceed to a short essay at the end of the course. In addition, writing for academic communication such as
emailing and impromptu writing for academic discussion on the internet will be included.
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None. The course uses authentic materials in English from various sources: newspapers, magazines, textbooks,
internet, academic books, etc. Most of the materials will be prepared by the professor, but students are also given
opportunities to bring their own materials to class for discussion and/or presentation.
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This course is not a lecture-oriented course but a student-centered course. You will be involved in various kinds of
group as well as individual work and projects. Cooperative learning is a crucial concept and principle for students to
follow. Students will also need to contribute to class reading materials and work at home on various kinds of research
and preparation in the forms of homework.

This course is an English-only course but allows occasional meaningful use of Japanese in class. Japanese support in
class and outside of class by the professor is available upon request.
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This course adopts an accumulative grading system which divides the final grades into percentages. It is important to
note that there will NOT be a final test that counts for 100% of your grade.

0000000000000 00000000000D00O0O0O0O0OO Those students who are absent for two
times or more without any official excuses will not be eligible for Grade “ S” ; Those students who miss over 30% of
total classes without any official excuses will fail automatically. Students who miss 2 or more classes without excuses
will not be able to get "S" grade.

Attendance and performance: 40%

Reading seminars, presentation & homework: 20%

Small Tests: 20%

Writing assignments: 20%
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Your attendance and your participation in class activities are two of the most important elements of the course and your
achievement.

You must try to use English in class all the time. Inappropriate use of Japanese in class will be considered unacceptable
behaviors in class and will lead to lower final grade.
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You are encouraged to speak in English and ask questions actively in class. In addition, you are expected to make
contributions to the class materials and group collaboration for research and group work.

This class has a class BBS. Students are required to check the class BBS before every class for class reviews and
assignments as well as posting their own homework and communicating with their classmates, TAs and the professor.




