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This course is an introductory course designed for the science students who are interested in both comparative

linguistics and historical linguistics. There are three

main topics in this course: the origin and development of human

languages, the comparison of language systems of various language groups or families and the English language
system. Students will be engaged in group discussion, sharing or research topics and presentations.
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Weekly schedule will announced in class.

This course is not a lecture-only type of course. It requires students to actively participate in various types of class
activities and work with other students in small groups or class cooperatively. There are group discussions built in
every class. Individuals' critical ideas are highly valued. Students who volunteer to share their ideas in class will
receive extra points for evaluation.
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This course adopts an accumulative grading system which divides the final grades into percentages. It is important to
note that there will NOT be a final test that counts for 100% of yourgrade. 1 OO0 OO O0OO0O0OO0ODOOODO
00000000000 O0O0O0DO 0O Those students who are absent for two times or more without any official
excuses will not be eligible for Grade “ S” ; Those students who miss over 30% of total classes without any official
excuses will fail automatically. Students who miss 2 or more classes without excuses will not be able to get "S" grade.
Attendance and performance: 40%

Projects, presentations & homework: 30%

Tests: 20%

Essay: 10%
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Language is beautiful.
You need to do a lot reading after class in order to have a better understanding of the similarities and differences
among languages.
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This class has a class BBS. Students are required to check the class BBS before every class for class reviews and
assignments as well as posting their own homework and communicating with their classmates, TAs (possible) and the
professor.




