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The main goal of this class is for students to improve their ability to use written English. This includes reading ability,
especially reading fluency, and writing ability, especially the ability to write strong opinions and good summaries. A
second goal of the class is for students to become critical thinkers.
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In order for students to become more fluent readers and to learn more vocabulary, we will spend the first 40 minutes or
so of each class doing extensive reading. | will bring about 100 books to class each week. These books will be at
various difficulty levels. Students will choose a book that they think looks interesting and do silent reading. The second
part of each class will be devoted to writing. We will focus on two different kinds of writing: opinions and summaries.
In class, students will do activities related to writing opinions and summaries. Students will then do writing
assignments at home related to these activities. They will keep these writing assignments in their journal, which | will
collect and read every few weeks. Finally, students will do two additional writing assignments: an essay about a topic
that we have discussed in class (500-750 words) and a summary of an article that | give them (250-500 words).
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Grades will be based on the work that students do in class and the homework assignments. Specifically:
-Attendance and active participation: 40%

-Journal writing assignments: 30% (10% for doing the assignments on time, 20% for quality)

-Essay assignment (500-750 words): 20%

-Summary assignment (100-150 words): 10%

Students with more than four unexcused absences will not be able to pass the class. Being late three times will count as
one absence. If you have a reason for being late or for missing class, please tell me.
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I will teach this class in English. | also expect the students to try to use English in class.
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